
Adult Autism Waiver (AAW)
SSD/BEHAVIORAL SPECIALIST PROVIDER QUALIFICATIONS

Pennsylvania’s leading source 
of autism-related resources 
and information.

877-231-4244

The Autism Services, Education, Resources and Training 
Collaborative (ASERT) is a statewide initiative funded by 
the Bureau of Supports for Autism and Special Populations 
(BSASP), PA Department of Human Services.
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*	 Courses	with	a	focus	on	behavioral	principles	to	address	socially	significant	behavioral	challenges.
** Providers must keep the Behavioral Specialist’s official transcript - with the granting institution’s name and  

the issue date - in the employee’s file.

Please	submit	questions	regarding	Behavioral	Specialist	qualifications	to	BSASP	at	 
RA-PWBASPROVENROLL@PA.GOV with “Behavioral	Specialist	Qualifications”	in the subject line.

 ■ Are you at least 18 yrs old?
 ■ If transporting participants, do you have a valid 

driver’s license and automobile insurance?
NO  NOT QUALIFIED

 ■ Do you have a Pennsylvania Behavioral Specialist License? 

OR 
 ■ Do you have a Master’s degree in Social Work, Psychology, 

Education or Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)*

YES

 ■ Do you have a Master’s 
degree with 50% or 
more ABA* course 
work?**

NO 

 ■ Have you completed the required FBA training provided by 
BSASP or an accredited college or university, or reviewed 
and approved by BSASP?**

 ■ Have you completed the required training developed or 
approved by BSASP regarding services for people with 
autism spectrum disorders and other trainings required for 
the BSS service?

YES

 ■ Do you have a Master’s 
degree in a human 
services	field	related	to	
Social Work, Psychology, 
or Education (housed 
in the institution’s 
department or school of 
Social Work, Psychology, 
or Education)** AND 
33% or more course 
work in ABA?*

NO 

YES  QUALIFIED NO  NOT QUALIFIED

NO  NOT QUALIFIED

 ■ Do you have a state criminal record clearance? 
 ■ And if you have lived in PA for less then 3 years, 

have a FBI clearance? 


